2l6                          STRESEMANN

set before humanity ;_ and, most of all, it was a mighty
adjuration to the future.

*c The task of the existing generation is to fix their
eyes upon the present and look towards the future/3
said Gustav Stresemann at the beginning of his speech,
and then went on to speak of the new tasks that lay
before the nations, which had been brought to light
by the ravages of the war, of the passing of the older
forms of industry and the creation of new ones that
transcend all frontiers and make new demands on
international co-operation. " More important than
any material event is the spiritual life of the nations.
The peoples of the earth are now caught in a ferment
of ideas. Some stand for the principle of national
exclusion and repudiate any international under-
standing because they are unwilling to replace what
they have grown to understand as national, and
peculiar to themselves, by the general idea of humanity.
I am of opinion that no nation which belongs to the
League of Nations thereby surrenders anything of its
individuality. The divine architect of "the earth has
not fashioned mankind as a uniform whole. He gave
the peoples different blood-streams, he gave them their
mother-tongue as the sanctuary of their souls, and he
gave them for their homes lands of different earth.
But it cannot be the intention of a divine world-order
that men should turn their most precious national gifts
against each other, and thereby throw back the
spiritual advancement of the world. He will serve
humanity the best who, rooted in his own people,
develops its spiritual and intellectual inheritance to
its highest significance, and thus, passing beyond the
limits of his own race, is able to give something to